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NOW AVAILABLE 

Integrity & Service 

12-14 Feb—Yr. 11 Camp 
12-14 Feb—Yr. 12 Pathways Program 
12-14 Feb—Yr. 12 VCAL Chisholm Pathways 
12-16 Feb—I-Create Outdoor Education Camp 
19 Feb      —Yr. 7 and Yr. 10 Immunisations 
20 Feb      —Senior School Information Night    
  at 6.30pm 
20 Feb      —School Photos 
21 Feb      —School Council Meeting at   
   4.30pm 
27 Feb      —Meet the Parents—Year 7 BBQ 
9 Mar       —WSC Swimming Carnival  
12 Mar     —Labour Day Public Holiday 
15 Mar     —Kingston Swimming Carnival 
27 Mar     —Parent Teacher Interviews 4pm-  
   7.30pm 
21 Mar     —Harmony Day Assembly 
21 Mar     —School Council Meeting at   
   4.30pm 
29 Mar      —End of Term 1 

2018  

YEAR LEVEL COORDINATORS  
 

Year 7         Ms. R Travitz 
Email:  rtr@westallsc.vic.edu.au 
 

Year 8         Mr. J Johnstone 
Email: jjo@westallsc.vic.edu.au 
 

Year 9          Ms. J Armstrong 
Email: jar@westallsc.vic.edu.au 
 

Year 10        Ms. L La 
Email: lil@westallsc.vic.edu.au 
 

Year 11         Ms. C Chomiak 
Email: cch@westallsc.vic.edu.au 
 

Year 12         Ms. N Nguyen 
Email: nng@westallsc.vic.edu.au 

REMINDER TO ALL PARENTS/

GUARDIANS TO UPDATE  

EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS 

AND MEDICAL INFORMATION  AT 

THE FRONT OFFICE, IF CHANGES 

HAVE OCCURRED DURING THE 

RECENT HOLIDAYS 

General Office:  (03) 9546 3233 

General Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday  

8.30am to 4.15pm 

Dear Westall Secondary College Community, 
 
Welcome back for 2018 and special welcome to all our Year 7 students and other new students 
across the school who have joined us. You have certainly made a great decision in choosing 
Westall as your school. I trust everyone had an enjoyable holiday period and you all feel  
refreshed and recharged for a successful year.  
 
We not only have a number of new students joining us but also new staff. I have provided a list 
of new staff here and we welcome you all to Westall. 
 

Sian Moore (Humanities) 
Laura Good (Business/Humanities) 
Lila Price (Art/VCD) 
Anna Papagiannopoulos (English) 
Rodger Clark (EAL) 
Rebekah Vass (EAL) 
Michelle Collins (English/Humanities) 
Meg Wrench-Jones (PE/Science) 
Eileen Fogarty (EAL) 
Anuradhi Jayasinghe (Youth Worker) 
Bernadette Clancy, Nicole Bray and Sara Kwestroo (Integration) 

 
In 2018, we will further ramp up our focus on English, EAL and Literacy skills. We have a Literacy 
coach in each sub school and all staff will be using Literacy approaches and Explicit Direct In-
struction in their classes. This work is very research based and shown to significantly improve 
student outcomes. We will also be redeveloping how we assess and report on student learning 
with more and more information transitioning across to our Compass online system.  
 
This is now the 2nd year of our new ICreate Program and new electives and specialist subjects 
we introduced across years 7-10. I know students loved these new subjects last year so these 
will all be bigger and better again in 2018. 
 
The Westall Hub is now open so I encourage you to pay a visit. There are a range of facilities, 
services and programs available. One of these is adult English classes as per the details below. 
 

 Oracy class aimed at those with limited English skills on Tuesdays 9.30am – 11.30am, dur-
ing school terms, starting the 13th February 2018.   

 Reading & Writing skills on Wednesdays 9.30am – 12.30pm, during school terms, starting 
the 14th February 2018.   

 
These 2 courses will be accommodating learners children in the classroom if needed. 
The courses are Victorian government funded, and called pre-accredited, as they have been 
developed under a Pre-accredited Quality Framework.  We believe these courses will benefit 
many school parents and will help them to better engage in their children’s education.  
Please contact Pam Gates on 9558 1866 or simply pop into the Hub to find out more. 
 
Until next time, 
 
Tristan Lanarus 
Principal 



Assistant Principal — Mrs. Sue Simadri 

2. 

 

Welcome to 2018! 
We warmly welcome our Year 7 cohort, and the many new students, including international students, who have joined us across 
the school this year. We trust that your time at Westall will be rewarding and enjoyable. 
 

College Photo Day 
The school photos day is scheduled for Tuesday, 20th February. Further information, including envelopes will be distributed very 
soon. Families will have the opportunity to purchase individual photos or a photo pack. As has been the case in previous years, 
ordering can be done online or via the student-named envelopes, which must be returned to the photographer on the day, regard-
less of whether or not photos are being purchased.  
All students are expected to be at school, in full school uniform, and have their individual photo taken, even if they do not wish to 
purchase any photos. Student ID cards will be printed for every student. These cards can be used for photo ID purposes, to apply 
for student concession cards, etc., right up until March 2019. For VCE students, they serve as the photo ID for exams. Payment for 
the student ID card is included in the school fees or it can be purchased separately for $8. 
 

Year 11 Camp and Year 12 Pathways Program 
From Monday 12th to Wednesday 14th February, senior students will be involved in an alternative program. Year 11 students will 
be heading off to Kyneton, while, Year 12 students will participate in workshops at the ACU and Holmesglen, a study skills work-
shop, and Ice Skating as a team-building activity. We know that students will gain a lot from their involvement in these events. As 
all students are expected to attend their appropriate activity, there will not be an alternative program at school for those who do 
not attend; please note that student absence on these three days will be recorded as ‘unexplained’. 
 

Year 7 and Year 10 Immunisations 
The City of Kingston Immunisation Team will be at the school on Monday, 19th February to administer the first dose of the Year 7 
School Immunisation Program to Year 7 students. Students would have received consent cards to bring home last week; please 
sign and return the card ASAP, even if you decide to not have your child immunised. Please ensure that your Medicare number 
is provided and that you sign on the inside to select which of the three vaccines you give consent for your child to have.  
On the same day, the nurses will be administering the free four-in-one combined vaccine to Year 10 students, for protection 
against meningococcal A, C, W Y strains. Meningococcal is caused by bacteria. Although the disease is uncommon, about 10% of 
people carry the meningococcal bacteria in their throat without being unwell. Adolescents are at increased risk and more likely to 
spread the disease to others. If you would like your child to receive this vaccine at the school, please complete, sign and return the 
consent card that your child would have brought home last week.  
If you have any questions, please contact the school on 9546 3233. 
 
Open channels of communication 
In order to ensure your child’s continued growth and success at Westall SC, it is important to keep the channels of communication 
open between home and school. Research shows that children whose parents are involved in their education tend to achieve 
greater success than those whose parents are isolated from their child’s education. At Westall, we encourage parental involve-
ment and value your role as your child’s first educator; no one knows your child better than you do. Simply showing interest in 
what your child is completing at school, is being involved, as is, ensuring that they have a suitable study space at home. You may 
even be in a position to help your child with their homework. Any small part that you can play in your child’s education is going to 
be extremely valuable to their success at school. For your information, Parent-Teacher Interviews is scheduled for Tuesday, 27th 
March, from 4pm. This is a great opportunity to meet with your child ’s teachers and to have an understanding of what’s happen-
ing in the classroom. Please note this new date in your calendar as it has been changed from when information for the student 
diary was sent to print. Details will be made available closer to the day. 
 
 
 
 

Support for uniform and textbooks 
We understand that the start of a new school year can be financially quite challenging for families, and even more so when you 
have more than one child attending school. As much as we can, we want to support students to be in school uniform and to have 
access to learning materials in the classroom. Several teachers have expressed concern regarding students who do not have text-
books as yet, and are providing photocopies, where possible. It is really important that your child has the necessary books to com-
plete work in the classroom as well as to keep up with the set homework.  
If your child does not have textbooks, please contact your child’s year level coordinator to discuss your individual circumstances. 
You may be eligible for funding to support you with the purchase of uniform through the State Schools Relief Program. The Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund is available to families that have a healthcare or pensioner card. Through this program, the school 
will receive $225 for every student, who qualifies, to pay for them to attend camps and school excursions. A further program, Sav-
er Plus, is available through the Brotherhood of St Lawrence, ANZ and Berry Street. Again, eligibility is based on a few criteria, 
including a health care/pensioner card. Details of this program can be found towards the end of this newsletter. 

Assistant Principal — Mr. Mark Henderson 



School News 

Welcome to our new Youth Worker—Ms. Nu Jayasinghe 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
My name is Nu and I am the school’s youth worker. I’ll be working with the wellbeing team to make sure Westall 
students are well supported. I’m really excited about being a part of Westall’s vibrant community, so if you see me 
around, come say ‘hi’. In the meantime, here’s a little more about me. 

 
I spent my first 3 years in Sri Lanka before my family and I migrated to Australia. I’ve spent most of my life here in Melbourne, but, 
have also lived in Berlin and Canberra. Some of my favourite things about Melbourne include, the hustle and bustle of the Dan-
denong markets, the stillness of the Sherbrook Forest (in the Dandenong Ranges) and the amazing coffee culture. Wherever I am in 
the world, I love camping, bush walking, painting, dancing, reading, and spending time with all sorts of people. 
 
I first studied philosophy and was most interested in ideas about how music, art and literature can be used to foster health and 
happiness in children. These days, when I’m not at Westall, I’m studying psychology and hope to eventually become a psychologist. 
If you see me around, do come say ‘hi’ – I promise I won’t ask you anything about your childhood! 
 
Ms. Nu Jayasinghe                     

News from our Music Department 
 
Dear Parents, Teachers and Students 
 
Below, you will find an advertisement for a free program being run at the Westall Community Hub. This program teaches you how 
to write and create your own music (with a particular focus on production). This program starts on Wednesday, 7th February, from 
3:45pm. It is a great opportunity for all students. If you have any questions or want to sign up, please come and see me in the Mid-
dle School office, before/after school or at recess/lunch. Alternatively, you can go directly to the Westall Hub and sign up there. 
 
Mr. Joseph Mangelsdorf 
Instrumental Music Coordinator  
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Parent Information  
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Sustainable Schools Shop - Second-hand Textbooks and Uniforms 
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Wanted: Homestay Providers 

College Blazer—$110.00—buy direct from the General Office 

LOOK GREAT IN 2018! 

The College Blazer can be purchased from 

the College for only $110.  

Students are encouraged to wear their 

Blazer to and from School every day.  

Community News 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The organisations advertised in this newsletter are not  

affiliated with and have no relationship to Westall  

Secondary College.   

 

The publishing of these advertisements does not imply  

endorsement or recommendation of these products by the 

school.  They are provided as a community service. 
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Community News—Saver Plus 
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