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Dear Westall Secondary College Community, 
 
We have reached the halfway point of the year with so much achieved. Our school is such a 
vibrant place with so many things to be proud of. Even though we are halfway through 
2017, planning for 2018 is well underway. 
 
Our new suite of I-Create subjects and Year 9/10 electives will continue in 2018. There will 
also be some additional subjects added to these elective blocks for students to choose 
from. Information to students around the course selection process commenced this week. 
We have a Parent Information session in regards to 2018 subjects and Course Selection 
scheduled for Tuesday 25th July from 6.30pm. Please mark this important date in your 
diaries. 
 
Last week we had our school mid cycle review and our (SEIL) Senior Education 
Improvement Leader learned from our students what they like most about Westall. The 
two things reported back were the care and skill of our teachers and the new I-Create 
program. I have been visiting classrooms over the last month and I can certainly attest to 
the quality of our teachers. The skill of our teachers and how we check for student 
understanding are two of the biggest impacts on student success.  
 
The biggest impact on success from our students is the effort and commitment they 
demonstrate. We celebrated a number of students this week with “Personal Best” awards 
and our updated assessment and reporting processes in 2018 will certainly celebrate and 
reflect the importance we place on effort. With skilled teachers and committed students 
we achieve outstanding results. 
 
The strength and popularity of our school is evidenced by our growth in the last 12 months. 
We had 421 students in 2016 and from the beginning of Term 3 this year, we will have 536 
students. Our new Community Hub will also open later in Term 3, so I encourage you to 
check this out. A library, kindergarten, childcare and a range of other health and 
professional services will operate out of the Hub. 
 
We have our Year 12 Formal event on this Friday 30th June and this is a great way for our 
Year 12s to let their hair down (just a little) and for us all to celebrate reaching the end of 
Term 2. 
 
Enjoy the holiday period and I look forward to seeing you all again in Term 3. 
 
Until next time! 
 
Mr. Tristan Lanarus 

General Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday  

8.30am to 4.15pm 



Assistant Principal — Mrs. Eva Kesidis 

2. 

Term 2 has been a very busy term, with lots of exciting events taking place, including the Personal Development  

Conference for students in the Senior School, which was held recently. Congratulations to Mrs Nikolaou and the 

Senior School Team for the huge success of this event. I would also like to thank Mrs Geraldine Borgonha for her exceptional  

efforts and work, organising the Careers’ Expo and inviting so many representatives from various industries to participate in the 

“Mock Interviews” session. Student feedback regarding the day, has been overwhelmingly positive. 

 

Science/EAL special Project with Monash University  
 

Over the recent months, we have had the opportunity to collaborate with Monash University on a special research project.    

Dr Minh Hue Nguyen, from Monash University, Mrs Rigopoulos, who is an EAL Coach and Miss Kerwick, who teaches Year 10     

Science, worked closely to develop and document strategies and best practice, which support EAL students with disrupted  

schooling. Much was gained from this project and the improvement in student outcomes, particularly in science, became quickly 

evident.    

 

Dr Minh Hue Nguyen acknowledged the involvement of the students from the Year 10  

Science class, with some special gifts, including $200 towards resources to assist EAL students in 

Science. 

 

We thank Dr Minh Hue Nguyen and Monash University for their ongoing support and  

opportunities given to Westall SC, to be involved in new and exciting initiatives.  

 

 

ICreate Aviation update 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I am very proud of the progress we are making in Aviation and very excited to have Mr Warren Sukuma and Mr Shalveen Kumar, 

Pilots/Instructors from TriStar Aviation, joining one of our two lessons each week. An ex-Westall SC student himself, Pilot Warren 

provides instruction and flight training to the students using the Simulators, whilst Shalveen focuses on the theory component of 

each lesson.  Going on the Simulators has become “serious business” and students are on their way in building the foundations for 

a successful career in Aviation! A personalised log book is used each lesson, and time on the Simulators is recorded, as evidence of 

experience gained.   

 

Exciting news to be announced next term, regarding “Australian Air League” at Westall SC.  

 

International Student Program 
 

A significant number of new International students will be arriving in Australia during the school holiday period and will be starting 

at our College in Term 3.  I would like to thank Mrs Ngian and the ES staff who work in the International Centre, for their hard work 

preparing for the arrival of these new students.  I would also like to extend our appreciation to all homestay providers for their 

support and assistance, in looking after our International students during the semester break. 

 

 

Thank you to all staff and students for a productive Semester, and I hope the two weeks ahead will provide an opportunity for 

everyone to rest and re-energise for Term 3, which will commence on Monday, 17th July.  



Assistant Principal— Mrs. Sue Simadri 

3. 

Whole School Assembly 
 

The Term 2 whole school assembly was held earlier this week. The main purpose of this assembly was to recognise students, who 

have been nominated as Aim High for two or more subjects. (Aim High students are those who are working above the expected 

level as identified by their teachers.) We also acknowledged the tremendous effort that many students put into their work every 

day, through Personal Best awards. It was wonderful to see a number of parents come along to applaud and celebrate their chil-

dren’s achievements. Performances included entertaining items by the iCreate Singing, Dance and Drama students, a fierce display 

of the Haka by an enthusiastic group of boys, and, a Taekwondo demonstration by a group of iCreate Martial Arts students.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the assembly, Year 7-10 students were introduced to the very important subject selection and course planning process. 

Sub-school Leaders and Domain Leaders provided key information to help students to do some reflection on their strengths and 

interests, and to begin thinking about future pathways. Thank you to all staff who thoughtfully prepared various programs and 

activities to support our students in the course planning process. The Parent Information Night will be held on Tuesday, 25 th July, 

from 6.30pm. 

  

Aim High Program 
 

Starting early in Term 3, Aim High students from Year 7-10 will be invited to participate in a targeted program to further develop 

their skills and dispositions as high-performing students. The aim of the program is to foster self-confidence and life-long learning, 

and, will include activities focussing on learning styles, study skills, goal-setting, time management, organisation, wellbeing and 

pathways. Students nominated for the Aim High Program have demonstrated a consistent record of high achievement, good work 

practices, positive attitudes to learning and a motivation to succeed. We look forward to working closely with this group of stu-

dents next semester. 

 

Semester 1 Reports 
 

Student mid-year reports will be available online from 12pm on Wednesday 28th June. Parents and carers can access these reports 

via Compass. We encourage students to review these reports with their Parents/Guardians and develop a plan to address noted 

areas for improvement. It is important to then set related goals for the next semester, taking into account what students have 

achieved and any areas requiring changes. If you have trouble accessing the reports or you need password support, then please 

contact the General Office. 

Parents can view Reports and upcoming events/ excursions that are occurring at the College by visiting the Compass Portal.  

Please remember to log on regularly to check your child’s attendance, the latest news, and use Compass to contact teachers if 

needed. All parents should have their Parent Compass Login details. If you do not have these details, please contact the College on 

9546 3233 and we can email or re-post this for you. 
 

Have you moved house or changed phone numbers?  
 

If so, please remember to fill in a ‘Change of Details’ form (included in the newsletter). The form can also be collected from the 

General Office. Please return this form as soon as possible. It is important that we have your most current details for general pur-

poses and in case of an emergency. It is also important that you keep your mobile phone and email address details up to date on 

Compass. This is to ensure you do not miss out on vital information, including student attendance alerts. 
 

Happy holidays! 



Senior School Report  

We come to the end of another term and have begun another VCE semester. We have passed the mid point for Senior school  
students, this is a time to reflect, to regroup and to celebrate all that has occurred up until this point. 
 
So much has been going on this year, that l thought that photos might be the best way to communicate it all.   
Students visited the Vicinity group and worked with them to understand various opportunities and roles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Vicinity Group — Chadstone Excursion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Development Day 
           Yoga Journey’s Workshop 
 
 

The Personal Development day had students undertaking job interview skills, 
exam preparation, yoga, workshops on safe partying and so much more. 
 
Take a look at the photos and also like the Facebook post. 
               
All of these events would not be possible without the support of an amazing group of teachers and specialist staff.  This newsletter 
is dedicated to them. They teach all week and when asked to do more, they help the team to deliver an amazing day. I am sure 
that the Personal Development Day, which was so successful, will be one of the activities that will stay with you as students for 
life. 
 
As we move into Term 3 we will begin the transition to 2018. Year 12 students will be completing VTAC applications and Year 11 
students will need to register their subject preference for the following year. 
 
Ms Nguyen and some of the senior school students have been busy organising the Year 12 Formal. The formal this year will be 
held on the last day of term. The Senior school team would like to wish all the students a fantastic night and look forward to shar-
ing photos from the Year 12 formal in the next newsletter, 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        VCAL Mock Interviews       VCAL Mock Interviews   Monash Mentors—Working with  
          I-Create Study Students 
 
     4. 

Message from Director of Learning - Senior School: Ms. Hari Nikolaou 



Studio Arts 
 
On the 9th of May, students from Year 11 and 12 visited the National Gallery of Victoria, Ian Potter Centre at Federation Square in 
Melbourne. 
 
Students had a great day immersed in the world of art. The excursion focus was to gain  
further insight into developing a high end folio, through inspirational work from TOP ARTS 
and current exhibitions.  Students were able to view art works first hand where they got to 
explore a range of subject matter, media as well as art styles from pre and post 1970  
Australia and overseas.  
 
The excitement was so high that some of the students explored performance art with  
contemporary sculpture, as in the freeze frame photographs below. 
 
The feedback on the day was how "great" TOP ARTS 2017 was, particularly when it came to execution and presentation of art 
works.  A successful day!!  
 
Ms Ifandis  
Arts Coordinator 

Year 12 Business Management – Yakult Excursion  
 

On Monday, 5th June, the Year 12 Business Management students had the opportunity to  

observe the manufacturing process that creates the bottles of Yakult that are sold across  

Australia and New Zealand. Yakult is the fermented milk drink that contains a very high  

concentration of the beneficial bacterium Lactobacillus Casei Shirota strain.  

 

Yakult Australia is based in Dandenong and the excursion provided a great insight into  

Operations Management, which is one of the topics studied in Unit 3 Business Management. 

The students had the chance to observe the little bottles being created, blown through  

cylinders to the bottling room. This is where the bottles are filled with the Yakult drink,  

labelled, sealed and then packaged. They saw the technology used and the number of bottles 

that were being manufactured at any one time.  

 

We were also able to view the quality tests done in the labs and inspections on the factory floor that are used to ensure that the 

product is of the highest quality. At the end of the tour, the students were able to sample a bottle of the health product and came 

away with a better understanding of the strategies that Yakult uses to optimise its operations in a manufacturing environment. 

 

Ms. Ngan Nguyen 

Year 12 & VCE Coordinator and Business Management Teacher 

Senior School Report cont’d ... 

5. 



Middle School Report  

Message from Director of Learning - Middle School: Mr. Tom Tahos 

Big Science Competition 
 
On Wednesday the 17th of May, we had 15 students from Year 7-10 who actively participated in 
the Big Science Competition. This national competition allowed the students to see and  
demonstrate their applicable knowledge and understanding. The results from the competition has 
been outstanding as our students have received 8 Participation, 4 Credit, 1 Distinction and 2 High 
Distinction certificates.  
 

Congratulations to the above students!  
 
Ms. Loan Luong 
Science Coordinator 

Excitement for our Year 10s 
Many exciting things are currently happening for our Year 10s. Some of our students will enter the PreCAL program next semester 

undertaking a more hands-on work-related experience, while some of you continue your journey towards VCE, developing your 

skills in particular subject areas. We also welcome a large number of new enrolments to the cohort. 

 

The middle school has been heavily involved in many activities that continue to build our learning.  We have focused on pathway 

development looking at work experience workshops around finding work & OHS, work readiness workshops, course-selection 

information sessions and excursions exploring further education opportunities.  This is a good time to remind all Year 10        

students that they have work experience in Week One, Term Three. 

 

On behalf of the middle school team, we wish students and their families a happy and healthy mid-year break. 

Monash University Visit 
 

Year 10 students had the opportunity to visit Monash University, Clayton campus.  Students were 

provided with valuable information, they were involved in a know your faculty quiz with prizes, 

they were involved in a campus familiarisation group challenge and they had a campus tour.  

Students came away with a greater understanding of what tertiary education and tertiary life is 

about, the various pathways to study at a university and students were provided with information 

on the various areas they can study.   

 

Students were shown the various faculties and had the opportunity to discuss and ask questions.  

A great day, which will support students to make more informed choices regarding their course 

selections and future pathways. 

BEACON - Work Readiness Program 
 
Year 10 students participated in the BEACON work readiness program, which focused on  
developing evidence-based attributes/skills, that help people in life and to be successful with 
work. Students were involved in discussions, group activities, mock interviews and networking 
opportunities.  
 
Students covered, explored and developed skills and knowledge in the following areas: 

- First impressions (importance of eye contact, personal presentation, handshaking, pos-
ture, body language and smiling) 

- Personal brand (what we bring to an organisation, attributes like resilience, determination 
& hardwork, and being able to describe these with examples)  

- Goal setting (setting SMART goals) 
 
Every student participated with enthusiasm and they all came away with a greater understanding 
and appreciation of the various aspects to consider and work on in getting oneself work ready. 

6. 



Middle School Report cont’d... 

Financial Literacy - Middle School Incursion 
 

On Monday 19th June, the Year 9/10 elective Financial Literacy,  
Economics and the Law students had a visit from the Police. Chris and 
Sophia from the Moorabbin Police Station spent some time with the 
class talking about their jobs and teaching the students about Police 
work.  
 

The students learnt about their rights if they are stopped by Police, the 
different jobs that they do on a day-to-day basis, the type of          
equipment that they have to carry around with them, and the different 
types of situations that students may find themselves in, involving the 
Police. 
 

It was a great presentation and the students really enjoyed learning 
about this area of the Law. 
 
Ms. Sue Stenning—Teacher of Financial Literacy, Economics and the Law 
 

Shrine of Remembrance Visit 
 

On Friday 23rd June, the Year 9 students visited the Shrine of Remembrance as part of their history 

component for Global Literacy. The students were shown around the internal areas of the Shrine, 

where some tried on the uniforms of the different soldiers and nurses that were involved in WW1. 

They learnt about what the soldiers at Gallipoli did to survive, what they wore, ate and the types of 

uniforms different ranks and battalions wore. 

 

As well as the history of Australians involvements in conflicts over the years, the teachers, Mrs Staikos, Mr Graewolfe,  Ms Sten-

ning, and the students were lucky enough to see some parts of the Shrine Memorial that not many people get to see. We learnt 

about when and why the Shrine was built, the architectural importance of the many facets of the Shrine including the gardens, and 

the types of plants that are growing around the courtyard areas.  

A very enjoyable day out! 

 

Ms. Sue Stenning, Mrs. Georgia Staikos and Mr. James Graewolfe  

As we come to the end of the first half of the year, on behalf of the middle school team, I would like to acknowledge all of the     

successes from our Year 10s this semester. I am very pleased that some of our Year 10s received certificates for both academic 

excellence and personal best as a celebration of their achievements. Well done to all of you for completing Semester 1, and I wish 

you all the very best in Semester 2.  

 

Year 10 is a crucial part of every individual’s learning as they progress in their journey towards adulthood. At this stage, nearly all 

of our Year 10s are geared up and ready for their work experience in Week 1, Term 3. I am very proud of you all for seeking out 

placements and completing your online safe at work training successfully. Your hard work has paid off and you are all ready to en-

ter the work force. Some experiences will include the Hands on Health at Dandenong Hospital, engineering with the Kingston 

Council,  childcare placements, working at Bunnings and Moorabbin airport. Some students may even receive part time jobs or 

school based apprenticeships which would be fantastic. I am very excited to hear about how our students go on their work experi-

ence, and wish all our Year 10s the very best with their placement, learning and subject choices during Semester 2.  

 

Ms. Amy Kerwick 

Year 10 Coordinator 

7. 



Junior School Report  

Message from the Director of Learning Junior School: Ms. Alice Paget 

Congratulations to the Year 7 students on completing their first semester of secondary schooling. It was a busy start to the year 
settling into the secondary school routine, Year 7 Adventure Day to Mt Morton, Peer Support with our fantastic Year 10 leaders, 
Weekly Sport and Camp Rumbug! 
 
This school holidays, we have two students from the junior school taking part in the 2017 Monash University Engineering Chal-
lenge. Over the three days, these students will have the opportunity to participate in six exciting workshops run by experts across 
a range of engineering disciplines. We are looking forward to hearing about their experience! 
 
A few reminders: 

 All students need to bring a book of choice to Period 1 and 2 for the I-read program. 

 All students are required to have a scientific calculator for Mathematics. 

 Could all parents and guardian ensure their child has a case to protect their BYOD? 

 If you know your child is going to be absent from school, please ring the school or have your child bring in a note (outlining 
why they were away, including a date and signature) when they return to school. 

 Winter uniform is to be worn during Term 3. 

The Story of Melbourne – A journey through time 
 
Year 9 students visited some historical landmarks in the city recently. They had the opportunity to see the many places that Sam 
Sullivan, the main character in the novel ‘Market Blues’, finds himself in when he travels back in time to the year 1900 in  
Melbourne. Students were also able to learn about the history of Melbourne and strengthen their understandings as part of the 
learning in the Global Literacy classes. 
 
The following reflection of the day is written by Trieu Thien Ly (Chris) in 9B. 
 
On Thursday 1st June 2017, the Year 9 students had an amazing excursion to the city of Melbourne. We visited Flag Staff Gardens, 
the Queen Victoria Market and the Melbourne Museum.  

 
We travelled into the city by train to Flagstaff Station and walked through the Flagstaff Gardens. 
We found out about the flagstaff that was set up there in 1840 to signal ships in the port of  
Melbourne. It was interesting to find out that the first children’s playground was opened at the  
gardens in 1918. There was a separate playground, one for boys and one for girls and there was 
always a supervisor there to watch the children.  
 
After that, we walked to Queen Victoria Market. We saw the 

stalls and what goods were being sold. We found out that the area where the market is now, 
used to be a cemetery and there are still some bodies buried underneath. Part of the brick wall 
of the old cemetery is still there and so is Batman’s monument. We looked at the features of 
the buildings at the market and then we had lunch in the food court area. On the corner of   
Elizabeth St and Victoria St, we saw a drinking fountain that was erected in 1901, to provide 
clean drinking water in a public place.  

 
When we arrived at the museum, we went into the area called ‘The Melbourne Story’. In this 
area of the museum we learnt many things about Melbourne’s history. We looked at the       
displays, like Phar Lap and we walked through a model of a house that people lived in during the 
early years. It was very small and there wasn’t much furniture in it.  
 
At 2:30pm we caught the train from Parliament Station to get back to school. We all needed a 
rest after so much walking. During the excursion, we were all very excited and interested in 
learning about these new things. We also worked very hard to collect answers for the work-

sheet. We definitely enjoyed the day and we had a memorable educational experience. 
 
Ms. Georgia Staikos 
Humanities Coordinator 

Middle School Report cont’d... 

8. 



9. 

Science and Nutrition Excursion—May 29th 
  
Year 7 students were invited to Swinburne to the KIOSC facility to investigate plants v fungus. Blending science 
and food together led students to discover why we need bacteria in some foods, especially grasses for our 
cattle. Students were shown how food is tested for sugar levels. The results were unexpected; the sweetest 
foods may not be the highest in sugar content! The benefits of the way we look after our planet for future   
generations was explained by university students who are currently studying medicine, nutrition and food        
science, sustainability being the key focus of this topic.  
 
Throughout the day, students were using unusual and exciting equipment to experiment and gain a hands on 
experience, while at the same time, developing their own opinions and findings.  
 
Mrs. Julie Armstrong 
Materials Technology 

Year 8 Geology Incursion – May 29th & 31st 

 

Last month, our Year 8 students, who have been studying Geology this term, were treated to an Incursion by 

the Victorian Space Science Education Centre (VSSEC).   Highly-qualified scientists, Danielle and Ian, led the  

students through a ‘mineral  identification’ process. Our students showed that they had learned a great deal 

during the Geology Unit and were able to identify and explain sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks. 

They enjoyed breaking up rocks to explore the properties of the various samples, and to find crystals.  

 

It was a great opportunity to see some amazing rock samples and to extend their knowledge.  

Thank you to Danielle, Ian and VSSEC. 

 

Ms. Sue Parlanti and Mr. Charles Tran 

Year 8 Science Teachers 

Woodwork 
 
This semester, students were part of an exciting project to design there own food board,  
modelled on the McDonalds gourmet meal boards. We were fortunate to have McDonalds 
recognise the students’ hard work and each student received a voucher to use. As part of this 
project, students designed, sanded and oiled their boards, culminating in designing their own 
burger, Ms Lynette made some French fries to go with the gourmet ‘burger of note’ meal.  
 
A huge thanks to McDonalds and all the students for their hard work. I hope you enjoy 
many more burgers on your boards at home! 
 
Congratulations Tua for your consistent hard work and attention to detail over the semester 
and achieving the award for Woodwork.  
 
Mrs.  Julie Armstrong 
Materials Technology 

Year 7 and 8 students are looking forward to beginning their new electives next semester. Year 7 students will be studying Food 
Technology and Visual Arts, whilst Year 8 students will be studying Drama and Digital Technology. 
 
Year 8 students will also begin to make important decisions regarding their pathway through secondary school, starting with their 
choice of a Year 9 elective next semester. Their time in the junior school, studying a broad range of subjects will assist them in 
making an informed decision based on their passions and interests. Please make sure you pencil in the Course Selection Infor-
mation Night on Tuesday 25th July. Both Year 7 and 8 students will also choose their I-Create subject for next year using the online 
course selection process from 26th July to 11th August. 
 
Over the past week, we have had a junior school assembly and whole school assembly recognising students for their academic 
excellence and personal best.  
 
Congratulations to all the students who received awards for their efforts this semester! 

Junior School News cont’d ... 



Westall S.C. at Rotary – “My Migration Story” 
 
On Tuesday, 13th June, two students and teachers from Westall Secondary College attended 
a dinner meeting at the Rotary Club of Glenferrie. Ms Thelma Hutchison from the Youth  
Services Committee invited students in Year 8 to submit a short story titled, “My Migration 
Story”. Three of the stories submitted were selected for recognition as they provided the 
best insight into how it felt to be a child migrant in a new country, where a new language is 
spoken and everything is so different. 
 
Two of the students attended our dinner meeting and read their stories to the audience.      
 
S’He Da Be was born in Thailand and came to Australia with her parents in 2009.  Kunj Desai was born in India and his parents 
came out to Australia 8 years before he migrated. He had not seen his parents during those 8 years and travelled by himself to  
reunite with his parents.  Alexandra Tzetzoumis from Greece was also recognised, but, she was unable to attend on the night. 
 
Sue Parlanti, Coordinator of the English language program, spoke about the challenges for students, cultural differences, and the 
diversity of countries represented at the school. 
 
Minthura Wynn, the Burmese youth leader, spoke about the support children require and the importance of ensuring that their 
health and wellbeing needs are met.  
 
Congratulations once again to our winners!  
 

Mr. Charles Tran  
Year 7 & 8 Coordinator  

Access Monash Medieval Excursion 
 

On June 2nd, Year 8 students headed to Monash University to participate in the "Access Monash" program. This program was de-

signed to give students an insight of what university is like and what we can expect when we go to university. This excursion ’s in-

tention was to further our knowledge on Medieval Times and History. We looked at 2 different events that happened during medi-

eval times; these were: The Black Death also known as The Plague, and The Crusades. The Black Death was a disease that spread 

throughout Eastern Europe from rats and fleas via trade routes.  

People were very religious and thought: 'Why, why is this happening to us, what did we do 

wrong!' They thought they were being punished by God for committing something horri-

ble, but this was not the case at all. The Plague was a time of both opportunity and risk for  

buriers. The sweet opportunity was the dramatic number of people dying, causing more 

work for the buriers, giving them more money, but the downside was the risk involved:  

the buriers had to handle the dead, contaminated bodies of those who died.  

Krista Puia 

 

Laws were broken during the time of the plague and everyone had the freedom to do as 

they pleased, as the executors of the laws were dead or infected or they had moved away 

to save themselves. The Plague also caused relatives to distance themselves from each 

other and even parents didn’t care for their own children anymore. 

Cindy Liong 

 

The crusades was a war started by Christians to take back the Holy City, Jerusalem, from 

the Muslims. Pope Urban II addressed the Council of Clermont where an army of people gathered. He told them that if they joined 

the Crusades, no matter how big their sins, they will be pardoned. 

Pavit Vathna 

 

We returned to school with new Monash pens, tiny flashlights and most importantly, a lot of new knowledge! 

 

Ms. Conja Coetzee 

English Coordinator 

Junior School News cont’d ... 
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A Viking in Junior School!! 
 

The 8C Global Literacy class had a special visit for their unit “Vikings”. 

 

Middle School teacher, Mr Graewolfe who teaches a range of subjects at Westall was kind enough to come to the class with his 

collection of Viking clothes, some chain mail and a Viking drum. Mr Graewolfe has a special interest in this subject and has spent 

some time as an “historical reenactor”.  According to the dictionary this means – ”educational or entertainment activity in which 

people follow a plan to recreate aspects of a historical event or period”. 

 

The students really liked the clothing and the chain mail and had the opportunity to try them on.  The students had this to say 

about the presentation:  

 

“What I liked the most was that I learnt they were smart people that made longboats, armour, weapons and clothing”  

 

“The best thing was the clothes that Mr Graewolfe brought with him.” 

 

“The props helped me learn more about the Vikings” 

 

Ms.  Sue Stenning 

Global Literacy 

Junior School News cont’d ... 

11. 

WELC Report 

Term 2 has been a very busy term and the Language Centre students have all worked to improve their English Language skills. Our 

classrooms are places of learning, not just for English but also for learning to live in a new community. It is a pleasure to observe 

how the students in the Language Centre come together as a community – supporting each other, sharing and demonstrating   

respect towards each other’s differences. The Language Centre is truly a centre for learning. 

 

This term, a large number of students will leave the Language Centre and move to Westall Secondary College. These students have 

been preparing for the transition and are ready to meet their new challenge. We wish them well in their studies and look forward 

to hearing from them in the future.  

 

And now we have the holidays to look forward to, we wish all the Language Centre students a safe and happy holiday! 

 

School resumes on Monday 17th July, 2017. 

 

Ms. Carmela Santucci 

Message from the WELC Coordinator: Ms. Carmela Santucci 



12. 

Inventions Day  
 
On Thursday 22nd June, WELC held an Inventions Day.  Group 1 students have been  
studying inventions this term and each chose one inventor to research and prepare a 
display about.  Some of the inventions included the computer mouse, car, light bulb, zip, 
basketball, telephone dial, sneakers and Google. 
 
Group 2 and 3 WELC students and 9A from the college took part in the experience by meeting the 'inventors', 
asking them questions about their inventions and life, and looking at their inventions. Students had great fun 
trying to win a prize by guessing what certain inventions were used for.  
 
Group 1 put in a lot of effort and made a really interesting and informative activity that was thoroughly en-
joyed by all the students and teachers who attended.  
 
Ms. Debbie Morgan 
WELC Teacher 

WELC Report 

Art in WELC 
 

Recently, students in art created art work using photos of themselves striking a pose. They used 

their photos to make stencils, which they then used to print their silhouettes on a rainbow  

coloured background. The students enjoyed posing for the camera and creating the art work 

which required them to demonstrate their skills in printmaking and their knowledge of the  

colour wheel. 

 

Here is an example of students’ art work. Their rainbow silhouettes and other works can also be 

viewed on display in ‘A corridor’ in front of the WELC staffroom.  

 
Ms Anna Kotsiou 
Curriculum Coordinator WELC 

That Sugar Film Excursion 
 

On Monday 5th June, Group 1 students in WELC went to Federation Square in Melbourne to meet 

Damon Gameau to consolidate their learning of the effects of sugar in their diet. 

 

Damon produced and starred in Australia’s highest grossing documentary “That Sugar Film.” In the 

documentary, Damon embarked on a unique experiment to document the effects of a high sugar 

diet on his healthy body.  

 

The students took up the opportunity to interview Damon, the director and star of the documentary.  They gained critical  

information about the dangers of eating foods with hidden sugars and monitoring their sugar intake using a free phone App. They 

also viewed cooking demonstrations which highlighted ways of reducing their sugar intake by swapping over-sweetened food for 

healthier versions that are just as tasty. The students later used the information to conduct their own experiment on hidden  

sugars in their diet, and to document the effects of increased sugars on the human body. 

 

The key messages the students gained were:  

 “The World Health Organisation recommends a maximum of 6 teaspoons of added sugar a day. 

 Many teenagers are consuming too much sugar (from sweets, soft drinks and hidden sugars in 

food). Some up to 40 teaspoons a day. 

 Many foods commonly perceived as ‘healthy’ are high in added sugar. 

 Sugar in its natural form in fruit, vegetables and dairy is good for health  

Too much added sugar is linked to a range of major health problems – tooth decay, type 2 diabetes,  

obesity and heart disease. 

 

Miss Katerina Tetoros 

WELC Teacher 



13. 

It has been a very busy semester with the ICREATE Martial Arts Program. In early Term Two, the students invited Clarinda Primary 

School to come to Westall to learn about “fitness and fun”. The primary school students experienced both theory and practical 

classes designed and run by our students at Westall. The primary students constructed posters relating to healthy eating and 

healthy lifestyle, and took them back to promote a healthy environment in their own school community. It was a great day for our 

students, who had the opportunity to act as role models and demonstrate their leadership, creativity and teamwork skills.  

 

Among other activities, the martial arts class has been so popular and successful that we are also running afterschool training ses-

sions for a number of students, who cannot participate in the ICREATE program due to other reasons.  In this way, we are catering 

for all those students who stay back at the end of the day hoping to achieve better fitness and access to a de-stressing space.   

 

This semester, we have seen a number of our students growing in their personal development and have demonstrated their capa-

bility to lead, motivate and support other students in achieving their goals. At the start of next term, we will be having a second 

ICREATE Martial Arts class due to the large number of students interested in the program. If you are one of the students taking up 

this class next term, you must purchase your ‘Tae Kwon Do’ uniform.  Come and see Mr Tran for more information.   

Congratulations to all students who promoted  at the end of Semester 1.  

 

A big THANK YOU to Jake Tran (Year 12) for instructing and helping the class to achieve their promotion levels.  

 
Mr. Charles Tran  
ICREATE Martial Arts Program Coordinator 
 
PROMOTION LIST  
 
Promotion to 9th Gup (Yellow 1) 

Year 7: Joshua Nagliati 

 

Promotion to 8th Gup Yellow 2 

Year 7: Christos Langiotis, Pearl Falelua & Jason Ma 

Year 9:  Jeanette Mhundwa 

 

Promotion to 7th Gup Yellow 3 

Year 7: Kevin Ly & Anh Kiet Pham. 

Year 8: Sa Ah, Joshua Balista, Teuila Malota, Akhilesh Dadwal & Metsophee Myint. 

Year 9: Mali Ma, Nurza Nurza, Manvir Singh 

Year 10: Emanuele Napolitano. 

Year 11: Justin Li, Ngoc Nguyen 

Year 12: Ashley Tran  

 

Promotion to 6th Gup Blue 1 

Year 8: Emily Liong and Jessica Dang 

Year 9: So Ma Ya, Jano Nadesalingam, Zinmin Hton and Han Tang 

Year 10: Peter Chen,  

 

Promotion to 3rd Gup Red 1 

Year 9: Ngan Trinh  

 

Promotion to Cho Dan Bo (Probationary Black belt) 

Year 8: Katie Sun  

I-Create Program News 



 

Biggest Morning Tea 

This year’s Biggest Morning Tea was held during recess in the dining room 
on Thursday 25th May. Hospitality students planned a buffet of delights, 
including carrot cakes, flourless orange, vegan cup cakes, fruit platters,  
sausage rolls, muffins, quiches and more. This range was supported by a 
generous donation by Ms Ball and Bakers Delight, Brandon Park. With      
almost 100 senior students and staff in attendance, we have raised almost 
$500 so far. 
 
Students are continuing to sell raffle tickets. Once the raffle has been drawn, 
we will be able to make our final donation to the Cancer Council. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your support and we look forward our next event - Xmas in July. 
 
Mrs. Julie Armstrong 
Materials Technology Teacher 

Hi Westall Secondary College, 
 
Bellbrook Catering would like to take this opportunity to wish all Westall Secondary College staff, students and families a safe and 
happy holiday break. Your first canteen day for Term 3 is Monday 17th July. 
 
Cheers 
Bellbrook Catering 14. 

News from the Canteen 

I-Create Kidpreneur visit to Spring Parks West Primary School 

 
On Wednesday 7th June, the I-Create Kidpreneur class visited Spring Park West Primary School to present our products. We have 

been designing and making these products all year. The school and the classes were big, beautiful and clean. The students who we 

met were really friendly, energetic and creative. Each of us did our presentations to introduce and persuade them to buy our prod-

ucts. The students really liked them and gave us good and interesting feedback. 

 

It was an awesome day for us because we had a chance to talk and communicate with the little kids. 

 

By Jay Le 10A 

I-Create Program News cont’d ... 

I-Create STEM 
 
On Wednesday 24th May, the STEM classroom had the opportunity to listen to, and ask questions of a 
Research Scientist, Dr. Nawshad Haque from CSIRO. He showed us mineral samples and explained 
how mining is needed, and that the equipment we use everyday were minerals found in mining. He 
talked about the conditions and experiences he had gained in travelling the world to see the  
different minerals.   
 
Ms. Loan Luong— I-Create STEM 



 

Wanted: Homestay Providers 

Community News 

LOOK GREAT IN 2017! 

The College Blazer can be purchased from 

the College for only $110.  

Students are encouraged to wear 

their Blazer to and from School 

College Blazer—$110.00—buy direct from the General Office 

15. 

DISCLAIMER 
 

The organisations advertised in this  

newsletter are not affiliated with and have no  

relationship to Westall Secondary College.   

 

The publishing of these advertisements does not imply  

endorsement or recommendation of these products by the school.  

They are provided as a community service. 



 


